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Happy Revival 
At Bloomington 


Sunday night the editor closed 
two weeks of good services at 
Bloomington in a revival campaign 
sponsored by Rev. R. J. Zehr of 
God’s Half Hour radio program 
and the Tuesday Bible Class of 
women, and other Christian friends. 
The fellowship with Brother Zehr, 
with Mrs. Gilbert, the teacher of 
the Women’s Bible Class, and with 
a good many other pastors of 


tirely filled the theater, 
1,200, but consistently fine crowds 
attended. Even on Saturday after- 
noon the lower floor was well filled. 
God blessed with souls saved. 


I do not have the total number 
of professions. Sunday night there 
were eight who came forward, I 
believe, I recall that Wednesday 
night there were twelve professions 
of faith, and in other services when 
an invitation was given there were 
usually, if not always, happy con- 
versions. 

With the theater rental for two 
weeks at $250, the incidental ex- 
penses of the revival were over 
$425. But the good crowd gave 
cheerfully, the incidental expenses 
were cared for without embarrass- 
ment. There was hearty coopera- 
tion and much rejoicing over souls 
saved. 

I wish I might mention the 
preachers who attended the revival, 
but I cannot think of the names 
of more than a few. From far and 
near they came. One pastor of a 
Presbyterian church brought his 
elders 110 miles to be in the serv- 
ices. Another pastor and party 
came 70 miles. I suppose that 
about half the audience usually 
was from outside Bloomington. I 
remember that two men were saved 
wonderfully, on different nights, 
both of them from Peoria, some 
thirty miles away. Before the 
meeting closed a good many 
churches gave up their Sunday 
night services so the pastor and 
people could attend. From the very 
beginning the East White Oak 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 


Reverend Ford Porter 
Offers Great Tract Free 


History of Great Princeton Church 
Victory, 25c 


The fine, brief message for sin- 
ners, “GOD’S SIMPLE PLAN OF 
SALVATION,” printed in The 
Sword of the Lord for May 31, 
1940, was by Rev. Ford Porter of 
Princeton, Indiana. It is a tract 
that God has greatly used in sav- 
ing sinners. Brother Porter will be 
glad to send them free to those 
who will distribute them prayer- 
fully among the unsaved. We sug- 
gest that you, if possible, send an 
offering to help on postage and 
printing. This good man of God 
has spread hundreds of thousands 
of these tracts resulting in many 
conversions, Write: 

REV. FORD PORTER 
417 E. Punkney St. 
Princeton, Indiana 


Read Thrilling History of Victory of 
First Baptist Church, Princeton, 
Over Denominational Leaders 

Who Would Have Robbed 
Them of Building 
Multitudes of people have recent- 
ly been interested in the case of 
the First Baptist Church of 
Princeton, Indiana. When, because 


of proven modernism of the North- 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 


Many New 
Subscriptions 


One Woman Sends 76 6-Month 
Subs.; Great Interest in Lodge 
Book With Yearly Subscriptions; 
More Articles Coming By Dr. 
lronside; More War Sermons 


A woman in Geneva, Nebraska, 
had some of the Lord’s money 
about which she was praying. At 
5:30 in the morning God told her 


‘| what to do with it. So she sent in 


76 six-months subscriptions to peo- 
ple who needed the gospel in their 
homes, as well as one one-year sub- 
scription. Some of these friends 
and neighbors were saved, some 
were lost. May God grant that ev- 
ery one will ‘get a blessing! “Go 
thou and do likewise.” 

A good man in Oklahoma sent 
money for a.number of subscrip- 
tions to penitentiaries and jails. 
The editor and others help to pay 
the expenses of papers going to 
penitentiaries. We hear again and 
again that they are read most joy- 
fully. In the past week two letters 
came from one penitentiary, en- 
closing decision slips signed by 
prisoners, 

In this morning’s mail came a 
letter from a former subscriber 
who had lost track of The Sword 
of the Lord, misses it so much, 
and now apologizes for letting his 
subscription expire. He asks that 
if the paper is still published we 
let him know at once so he can 
subscribe! 

The interest in the editor’s meg- 
Sages on war and the Bible is pro- 
found. A card from dear Brother 
Taylor, former superintendent of 
Pacific Garden Mission, likens the 
first such article in the June 8th 
Sword of the Lord to the sermon, 
“Sinners in the Hands of an Angry 
God” by Jonathan Edwards. Extra 
copies were ordered by ones and 
dozens and fifties until our supply 
was exhausted almost overnight. 
There were not enough for those 
to whom we had promised the ar- 
ticle in Bloomington. Others had 
to have their money returned since 
we could not furnish the paper. 
And the printer had already 
“dumped” the type and no more 
could be printed without resetting 
it! Some are asking that these ar- 
ticles on war be printed in book 
or pamphlet form. May God give 
wisdom. This week we print the 
third of the series. We have two 
other articles on war and the Bi- 
ble planned. One will be on the 
World War, it’s outcome as prophe- 
sied in the Bible. And the other 
will be “The World War and Evi- 
dence That Jesus Must Come 
Soon.” 

Do you want them printed in 
pamphlet form? Would you buy 
such a pamphlet of perhaps a hun- 
dred pages for 35c? If several 
hundred of you will write cards to 
that effect I will immediately plan 
to have it printed in pamphlet 
form at 25c or 35c a copy. 


Future issues of The Sword of 
the Lord will be eagerly read. Be- 
sides these war articles we have a 
series of four revival messages by 
dear Dr. H..A. Ironside, the well- 
loved pastor of the great Moody 
Church, Chicago. These sermons 
are stenographically reported, he is 
revising them and kindly lets us 
print them, You will not want to 
miss these warm, vital messages 
preached to thousands at the Chris- 
tian Business Men’s noon-day meet- 
ings in the Grand Opera House, 
and over WJJB, Chicago. 

Don’t let your subscription run 
out! Better subscribe today. Re- 
member the offer still holds good. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 
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Human Wickedness and 
= The Certain End of Civilization 


“The Whole World Lieth in Wickedness”-1 John5:19 


War Proves Depravity, Utter Wickedness of the Whole Race, Shows the Failure of Governments, Culture, 
Science, and All Human Institutions, and Foretells the Certain End of Civilization. War Disproves Evo- 
lution; Proves Degeneracy of a Fallen, Corrupt Race; Shows the Folly of the So-called Social Gospel; 
Proves Reform of the Race, and Bringing in God's Kingdom by Human Means is Utterly Impossible. War 
Proves That the Only Hope Is For Individual Regeneration, and That Only the Miraculous Coming of 
Christ and His Personal, Literal Reign Can Bring Peace on Earthl | 


BY EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


Two-thirds of the people of the 
earth are now at war! Other mil- 
lions may be involved any hour. 
Ethiopia, China, Finland, Poland, 
Norway, Holland, Belgium and 
France have suffered horrible in- 
vasion, with literally millions dead 
and wounded, and with multiplied 
billions of dollars worth of prop- 
erty damaged. Austria, Albania, 
and Denmark have been overrun 


by foreign powers with the utter. 


destruction of their governments 
and with untold persecution and 
heart-ache and dislocation of lives. 
All the world powers are involved 
in war except Russia and United 
States at this moment. Both strain 
every nerve to increase armaments. 
Spy rings work feverishly in every 
nation in the world. Communists, 
Fascists, Nazis, try to undermine 
every government. 


“The whole world lies in wicked- 
ness!”” (I John 5:19). 


The present warring state of the 
world is a blazing indictment of 


the whole race. Mankind is an in- 
curable race of sinners. The na- 
tions of the world are weak, sinful 
nations, condemned and hurtling to 
their ruin. There is no human 
remedy for the woes of the world. 
The overwhelming evidence is that 
every human being is essentially 
and inherently wicked, helpless, 
and hopeless, who does not know 


the way of peace by nature, and 
unless a merciful Creator inter- 
venes, must be forever damned by 
his own sin. 


The best that mankind has ever 
claimed for itself has failed in this 
time of war. This is not a war 
between heathen people, or sav- 
ages. Even Japan learned the ter- 
rors of modern warfare from so- 
called Christendom. We “civilized” 
Japan. From the most cultured na- 
tions in the world Japan learned 
how to make and use the weapons 
of war, and then bought from us 
her airplanes and scrap-iron for 
bombs to invade helpless China, 


Germany was long regarded as 


the seat of culture for the world. 
German universities were long re- 
garded as the highest in the 
world. The German scientists, Ger- 
man chemists, German musicians 
were regarded as the best in the 
world. Germany was the home of 
the reformers. The Germany that 
is now set out to rule the world 
by murder, by lying, by broken 
treaties, by Jew-hate, by the 
slaughter of innocents, by the mur- 
der of millions, is the Germany of 
Martin Luther, the Germany of 
Goethe, the Germany of Schiller, 
the Germany of Wagner. The 
learned people of Germany, the re- 
ligious people of Germany, the sci- 
entific people of Germany, the 
artistic people of Germany have 
given themselves over to hate and 


— 


By Life or By Death 


(Philippians 1:20) 


BY WILL H. HOUGHTON 
President of Moody Bible Institute 


John and Betty Stam, two Moody Bible Institute graduates, 
were martyred in China, December 8, 1934. On December 6, John 
Stam wrote, “My wife, baby, and myself are today in the hands 
of communists. All our possessions and stores they have taken, 
but we praise God for peace in our hearts and a meal tonight. 
God grant you wisdom in what you do and us fortitude, courage, 
and peace of heart. He-is able, and a wonderful Friend in such 
a time.” And in closing he said, “The Lord bless and guide you, 
and as for us, may God be glorified, whether by life or death.” 


So this is life, this world with all its pleasures, 
Struggles and tears, a smile, a frown, a sigh, 
Friendship so true, and love of kin and neighbor ? 
Sometimes ’tis hard to live—always, to die! 


The world moves on, so rapidly the living, 
The forms of those who disappear replace, 

And each one dreams that he will be enduring— 
How soon that one becomes the missing face! 


In life or death—and_.life is surely flying, 
The crib and coffin carved from the selfsame tree. 
In life or death—-and death so soon is coming— 
Escape I cannot; there’s no place to flee. 


But Thou, O God, hast life that is eternal; 
That life is mine, a gift through Thy dear Son. 
Help me to feel its flush and pulse supernal, 
Assurance of the morn when life is done. 


Help me to know the values of these hours, 
Help me the folly of all waste to see; 

Help me to trust the Christ who bore my sorrows, 
And thus to yield for life or death to Thee. 


In all my days be glorified, Lord Jesus, 
In all my ways guide me with Thine own eyes; 
Just when and as Thou wilt, use me, Lord Jesus, 
; And then for me ’tis Christ, to live or die. 


rapine and murder and beastliness 

But I only use Germany for an 
illustration to show that the whole 
race is gone into such sin, Italy 
voluntarily entered the war, refus- 
ing peace overtures, ignoring ap- 
peals of other nations, without 
provocation, without being at- 
tacked, without being injured. De- 
liberately, rulers and people went 
into the blood-thirsty business of 
war. They had not even the ex- 
cuse of revenge. Deliberately stir- 
fring hate, Italy entered on a course 
of slaughter for the most selfish 
and ignoble purposes. No pigmy 
black African ever threw a poi- 
soned dart and no American In- 
dian ever ripped off the bleeding 
scalp of a foe with poorer excuse 
than modern Italy plunges into 
war! 

Italy, the cradle of the Roman 
Catholic religion, fhe most influ- 
ential sect in the werild ~“todaxz! 
Italy, crowded with cathedrals! 
Italy, the home of the masters of 
painting and sculpture. Italy, 
where common laborers sing tunes 
from grand opera. Italy, with the 
grandeur of ancient Rome, and the 
pride. of a new Roman Empire be- 
gun, like any race of savages has 
plunged deliberately into a war of 
assent and conquest. The Italy of 
the Caesars, the Italy of the popes, 
the Italy of Michaelangelo, of 
Garibaldi, the Italy of the Coli- 
seum where Christians were 
slaughtered, of the Catacombs 
where they hid, and then the Italy 
full of churches that they later 
built when church was more power- 
ful than state, and was 
stronger than kin, where the name 
of Christ is a household word — 
Italy is in this war! War did not 
slip up on the nations of the earth 
— rather they entered it deliber- 
ately. War is the proper portrait 
of the sinful motives of the human 
Meart. War is simply the outward 
symptoms of inward siris. 


Russia, where millions dreamed 
of a working-man’s paradise, is a 
land of slaughter, of poverty, of 
famine, or oppression, of violence 
and atheism. 

Nor can any nation in the world 
claim to be essentially different 
from those that are the insti- 
gators of war. Men are all of the 
same race. The Bible says that 
“God hath made of one blood all 
the nations of the earth’ (Acts 
17). Other nations have their Com- 
munism, their class hate, their 
wicked greed. Members of a labor 
union in America that would bomb 
a tailor shop for charging less than 
usual prices, destroy a truck and 
shoot the strike-breaker in a milk 
strike, or call a sit-down in an 
automobile factory, to seize proper- 
ty worth millions and do hundreds 
of thousands of dollars worth of 
damage, members who willingly 
commit themselves to murder, to 
sabotage — such men are not dif- 
ferent in spirit and in heart than 
those who deliberately plunged 
Europe into war, or the Japanese 
who ravished China, or the Italians 
who massacred helpless Ethiopia. 
What is the difference in a Com- 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 
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munist in America and one in Rus- 
sia? Remember that the Youth’s 
Congress of America, claiming to 
represent all classes of American 
youth, refused even to condemn the 
invasion of Finland by Russia and 
wrathfully hissed any who opposed 
Russia. What difference is in high- 
riding Ku Klux Klansmen = in 
America who beat offending Jews 
or negroes or foreigners, than a 
German machine-gunner, strafing 
refugees in Poland with a machine- 
gun? At heart they are one. I 
Say the war is simply a symptom 
of the wicked heart of the whole 
The Bible is true when it 
Says that “The whole world lieth 
in wickedness!” 

It is my daily prayer that God 
will succor England and France, 
and my earnest hope is that Ameri- 
ca will send all the aid she pos- 
sibly can to the hard-pressed de- 
fenders of their own liberty and 
ours against beastly aggression. 
Yet. England, France, and Ameri- 
ca are filled up with sinners, the 
same kind of sinners, individually, 
as fill the other nations of the 
world. We are one race, a war- 
ring, hating, covetous, uncontrolled 
race, beastly in wickedness and 
selfishness and Godlessness! 

The Pharisee who went into the 
temple to pray said, “God, I thank 
thee that I am not as other men 
are, even as this Publican” (Luke 


18). But his prayer was a lie. He 


was a sinner just like the publi- 
can, just like other men. May God 
help..us from being Pharasaic 
hypocrites in this time of the 
world’s darkest night and greatest 
tragedy. All of us are sinners 
alike! 

Some individuals stand out above 
others, and appear, at a glance, to 
be different. I saw a monkey with 
a cap on his head, dressed in coat 
and trousers. He collected pennies 
and put them in his pocket. But do 
not fool yourself. At heart he was 
still a monkey. When his master 
did not jerk the chain that held 
him he did not act like a person. 
A sudden noise made him drop to 
all fours and scamper like any 
monkey. Monkeys do not wear 
clothes nor dance to music, nor tip 
their caps by nature. They only do 
so when told by some outward 
force. 

A few dogs walk on their hind 


“legs when-trg-cied, and commanded 


and coaxed by masters, and horses 
“with a high-school education,” the 
billboards say, do’simple tricks and 
appear to read numbers. But ac- 
tually a dog is still a dog and a 
dog never learns to go about his 
business walking on his hind legs. 
He is only kept in an unnatural at- 
titude, artificially, by outside help, 
and in carefully prepared circum- 


‘stances. At other times and plac- 


es he is still a dog. And horses 
really do not have high-school edu- 
cation, and do not really read 
numbers and add and multiply. 
Snakes appear, under certain cir- 
cumstances and with certain peo- 
ple, to be good pets. But actually 
they are still snakes, the slimy poi- 
sonous enemies of mankind that all 
Snakes are. Really, there are no 
exceptions. All snakes are snakes, 
all monkeys are monkeys, all dogs 
are dogs, all horses are horses. And 
so all men are men — the same 
kind of men; wicked, hateful, mur- 
derous, enemies and aliens from 
God, with uncontrolled passions, 
with hearts that pour out sin and 
with natures that do not know the 
way of peace! 

I say the warring of the world 


| proves that we are a sinning race. 


The Deliberate and Inexcusable 
Nature of the World's Sin 


There was never war in the 
world that was a greater sin 
against enlightenment than present 
wars. Those at war are the people 
who know luxury. They have com- 
forts of life that they never had a 
few years ago. They have every- 
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day conveniences that are the 
marvel of this age. Chemistry has 
become the servant of mankind to 
make artificial cloth out of wood, 
out of milk, to make all sorts of 
beautiful plastic materials out of 
vegetable fiber, to make innumer- 
able useful and beautiful things 
from dyes to flavoring out of coal, 
to make many foods out of pea- 
nuts or sweet potatoes, to kill 
germs, to surround man with com- 
fort. But chemistry is perverted 
now to slaughter. 

Why cannot man be happy, with 
more machines and gadgets than 
the world ever saw before, with 
shorter hours of labor, with radios, 
automobiles, telephones, electric 
refrigeration, vacations, higher 
standards of living? No, but hate 
and covetousness and incontinent 
passion rush men headlong into 
blood-shed and ruin! 

The nations of the world have 
sinned against experience. Only 
twenty short years ago we came 
out of a bloody war with about ten 
million casualties, killed and 
wounded. That war was followed 
by a moral letdown, by crime 
waves, by oppressive taxation, by 
world-wide depression, and by 
virulent hates, and by bloody revo- 
lution in about half the countries 
of the world! Can mankind never 
learn? But the heart of man is 
so wicked that he cannot be 
taught not to hate, not to shed 
blood, 

The sins of the world are against 
every known standard. The human 
race ignores God. It ignores the 
Bible. It ignores all the best in 
literature. The nations of the world 
ignore the peace treaties that they 
sign. They ignore the pronounce- 
ments of international law. The 
League of Nations dissolved be- 
cause there was not strong will for 
peace. The Hague Tribunal in Hol- 
land, little used, has fallen into the 
hands of German invaders. The 
Versailles Treaty has been flount- 
ed and broken. The promises of 
the dictators and the pledged 
treaties of nations are alike, unre- 
liable, not to be trusted. They are 
only the temporary promises of 
sinning men who do not intend 
to keep them if they can profit by 
breaking them. I say that the 
present world-wide course of crime 
and sin and sorrow shows that the 
whole race has gone into sin after 
great enlightenment, and against 
every acknowledged standard of 
righteousness. 


At first thought you may believe 
that the horror of this war is all 
for France and England and the 
smaller oppressed countries. But it 
is not so. German mothers lose 
their sons, and German wives their 
husbands, and German sweethearts 
their lovers, hundreds of thou- 
sands of them, at least as many as 
they kill. There may be the first 
flush of seeming victory in Ger- 
many, but actually the German 
people will find they are suffering 
as much and may suffer more thay 
the nations they oppress. The 
whole world pitied Finland in her 
suffering at the wicked hands of 
Russia. Yet without any doubt, far 
more Russians were killed, more 
homes blighted and more sorrow 
endured in Russia than in Finland. 
Do not let your prejudices or your 
sympathies blind you to this fact: 
war brings the same heartache and 
trouble and is followed by the same 
train of famine, social unrest, and 
human misery in the conquering 
states as in the conquered. Sin has 
the same inevitable result any- 
where, and certainly the sin is far 
greater on the part of the aggres- 
sors in any war. Let us think 
with pity about Germany and 
make what allowances we can for 
the misery and frustration they 
suffered all the years following the 
time when she plunged the world 
into war before. 

And the pity is that the nations 
who have suffered more the hor- 
rors of war never learn their les- 
son. In Revelation 16 we read how 
the vials of the wrath of God will 
be poured out upon the nations of 
the earth because of their sins. 
John, the beloved, is shown these 
tribulations as if they were taking 
place before him, and he writes: 

“And the fourth angel 
poured out his vial upon the 
sun; and power was given un- 
to him to scorch men with fire. 

And men were scorched with 

great heat, and blasphemed 

the name of God, which hath 
power over these plagues: 

AND THEY REPENTED NOT 

TO GIVE HIM GLORY. And 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


the fifth angel poured out his 
vial upon the seat of the beast; 
and his kingdom was full of 
darkness; and they gnawed 
their tongues for pain, and 
blasphemed the God of heaven 
because of their and 
their sores, AND REPENTED 

NOT OF THEIR DEEDS.” 

In the midst of all their suffer- 
ings for their sins, men continue 
headlong in the same sins, only 
worse, and do not repent! I re- 
peat, all my sympathies in the 
present European war are with 
“England and France and the little 
countries overrun by brute! 
strength. Yet it is sad that in 
France there is no national call to 
prayer, no appointment of days of 
tasting and waiting on God, no na- 
tional confession of sins, just as in 
America through ten years of de- 
pression the government has tried 
everything but has stedfastly re- 
fused, though besought by thou- 
sands of ministers and Christian 
workers, to call a day of fasting 
and prayer. My heart grieves in- 
expressibly for the oppressed and 
wronged nations attacked in this 
war, yet I know that in God’s sight 
their sins, like ours, stink to high 
heaven, and there is little evidence 
of nation-wide repentance. 

The whole human race of sin- 
ners does not repent, but plunges 
on into deeper sin when confront- 
ed with the evidence of God’s 
wrath and while suffering for their 
sins. 

No, the sorrow which the world 
at war endures is not that godly 
sorrow that works repentance. 
“The sorrow of the world worketh 
death” (II Cor, 7:10). This is not 
the sorrow of repentance and res- 
titution. This sorrow and grief and 
woe cannot work out salvation for 
the world. It is the sorrow of 
death! 


The Failure of All Human Institu- 
tions Foreseen; The Ruin of 
Civilization Certain 

How we cheered, in the army 
camp in 1918 when the word came 
that the Csarist government fied, 
and that Russia was to be a re- 
public. But God have mercy, what 
a republic it turned out to be. In- 
stead it is the most heartless and 
bloody absolute dictatorship in the, 
world. -We thought we had made 
the world safe for democracy; how 
proud we were of the republics of 
Czechoslovakia, Poland, and Ger- 
many. But alas, how short-lived 
they were, to be superceded by 
Hitlerism! Democracy is fast de- 
parting from the earth. Hitler and 
Mussolini talk about “the deca- 
dent democracies,” and there is 
more truth in their epithet than 
we are willing to admit. The in- 
efficiencies of democracies, the cor- 
ruption of the masses of the people, 
the bribery, the demagoguery, the 
growth of bureaus, the overload- 
ing of government payrolls, the in- 
crease of taxation, the constant 
tendency toward socialism and 
communism — these have brought 
about the day of dictators. De- 
mocracy is on the way out in the 
world. Even England and France 
have been turned into virtual dic- 
tatorship of necessity in this, the 
darkest hours the world ever saw. 

And America is far on the way 
to lose her soul, with unbalanced 
budget, with socialism, with ever- 
growing taxes and ever-growing 
debts, with ever-increasing strife 
between classes, a strife fed by 
demogogues in office. No democracy 
is safe except when the whole mass 
of the people is enlightened with 
high and strong convictions, and 
led by leaders untouchable by cor- 
ruption and _ self-seeking. That 
once described America. Today it 
does not describe America or any 
other democracy on the face of the 
earth as far as I know. Democratic 
government has failed. Parlia- 
mentary government has failed. 
We may well say all kinds of hu- 
man governments have failed be- 
cause of the wickedness of the 
human race. 

Constitutions are being put on 
the scrap-heap. Even in America 
a President can speak of the su- 
preme court with disdain as “‘those 
nine old men,’’ can set out to pack 
it with his tools and can flippantly 
say that the constitution is as out 
of date as the “horse and buggy 
days,” and be considered for a third 
term! Constitutions have failed. 


Culture has failed. The schools 
of the world simply turn out more 
criminals, and the most cultured 
nations go in for more bloodshed. 
What good is the culture of Italy 
or of Germany, or even of-America, 
as far as helping men toward ’God | 


or keeping them from sin, from 
crime, from divorce, from atheism, 
or from war is concerned? Cul- 
ture has failed! 

The churches have failed. I do 
not say that Christianity will not 
work, but I simply say that men do 
not work Christianity. God’s law 
is good, but mankind is wicked. 
The churches will never save this 
world, any more than will the 
schools or the government. We 
had as well face the fact that ev- 
ery human resource, every human 
institution, every high achievement 
and noble standard by mankind, 
has failed, and today most of the 
world is at war and all of it in 
the darkest, deepest sin it ever 
saw. There is more divorce, more 
crime, more atheism, more hate 
than ever before. 

It is the inescapable conclusion 
that the present warring state of 
the world is an indictment of the 
whole human race. 

How up-to-date, then, is the Bi- 
ble when it speaks of mankind! 

The Bible says, “ALL we like 
sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned every one to his own way” 
(Isa. 53:6). 

And Romans 3:9-19 says: 

“What then? Are we better 

than they? No, in no wise: for 
we have before proved both 
Jews and Gentiles that they 
are ALL under sin; as it is 
written, There is none right- 
eous, no, not one: there is none 
that understandeth, there is 
none that seeketh after God. 
They are all gone out of the 
way, they are together become 
unprofitable; there is none that 
doeth good, no, not one. Their 
throat is an open sepulchre; 
with their tongues they have 
used deceit; the poison of asps 
is under their lips: Whose 
mouth is full of cursing and 
bitterness: Their feet are swift 
to shea blood: Destruction and 
misery are in their ways: and 
the way of peace have they 
not known: There is no fear 
of God before their eyes. Now 
we know that what things so- 
ever the law saith, it saith to 
them who are under the law: 
that every mouth may be 
stopped, and all the world may 
become guilty before God.” 

And then there follows the in- 
escapable conclusion: “For there is 
no difference; for all have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of 
God” (vs. 22, 23). 

Solomon, filled with the spiritual 
wisdom given him from God, fore- 
saw that God’s people would be 
guilty of sin and for that would 
be delivered to their enemies in 
war and carried away captive, 
prayed that God would give them 
repentance, “FOR,” said Solomon, 
“THERE IS NO MAN WHICH 
a ta NOT” (IIL Chron. 7: 
6). 

How well Sotomon knew, by di- 
vine inspiration, the heart of this 
Sinning, warring race, and of the 
invasion, and blitzkriegs, and mass 
captivities, and concentration 
camps, and blood-shed and hate of 
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war! And Solomon was inspired 
to say that it was because there is 
not a man on the earth that doesn’t 
sin! 


The wars and troubles that are 
upon the world now in the darkest 
hour that I ever saw, the darkest 
hour the whole world ever saw, 
proves that we are all alike, ALL 
WICKED, HELLISH, BLOOD- 
THIRSTY SINNERS AT HEART! 
War proves sin. And war is so 
universal and hate and wickedness 
is so rampant, proves that the 
whole race is inconceivably wick- 


The doctrine of ‘‘total depravity’ 
is very unpopular these days. By 
that doctrine our fathers meant 
that all men, however personable, 
and attractive, and outwardly 
moral they were, were yet by na- 
ture bad at heart. And the whole 
race was depraved. Born in sin, 
tainted in nature, fallen, aliens and 
strangers and enemies of God! And 
that surely is what the Bible teach- 
es. Equally it is what present 
world-wide events prove. 


Beneath the veneer of modern 
culture, or science, or literature, or 
even beneath the veneer of religion, 
mankind is sinful and wicked and 
depraved, torn by passions he can- 
not control, compelled by tempta- 
tions he cannot alone overcome, 
Shaken by lusts and desires that 
culture and tradition and promises 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 
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WAR: HUMAN WICKEDNESS, ETC. 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) 


and human authorities cannot curb 
or master! 


What Is Back of the Sin 
Of the World? 


With all the evidence of man’s 
sin, the sin of the whole race, the 
incurable wickedness of the world, 
we must agree with the Word of 
God that “‘the whole world lieth in 
wickedness” (I John 5:19). We 
must agree that “ALL have sinned 
and come short of the glory of 
God.” But is there nothing good 
in man? Is all of man’s soul, his 
personality, his nature, his im- 
pulses, his conscience, even his 
glorious, wonderfully made body — 
is all man evil? Is there nothing 
holy or beautiful or good or pure 
in man? Certainly we cannot say 
that. Certainly there are beautiful 
and good and grand and God-like 
features about man. 

Every baby that comes into the 
world is a proof that mankind, the 
whole race, once knew purity with- 
out sin, knew life without death, 
knew sweetness without bitterness, 
knew love without hate — that 
mankind surely has once known 
God! That little baby has in him 
the seeds of hate and murder and 
of everything evil, we must admit. 
That child will fight, will scream 
with unrestrained passion, will 
forcibly rob a younger baby of 
its playthings without conscience, 
will lie easier than he will tell the 
truth, as soon as he learns to talk! 
And yet about the baby is some 
way a thousand reminders of the 
beauty and goodness and purity 
Wordsworth, in Recol- 
lections of Immortality, says: 


“Not in utter nakedness, not 
entire forgetfulness 
But trailing clouds of glory do 
we come 
From God who is our home.” 


And by that the poet means that 
man is made in the image of God. 
With all his stench of sin man still 
has about him part of the fra- 
grance of God Himself! With all 
the sinister marks of hate the face 
of even a warring soldier yet re- 
minds us that man-is perceptibly 
God-like. 

Man is no brute beast! Man has 
a conscience, a soul, a personality! 
Man is capable of love, of hopes, of 
beauty, of longings unutterable, of 
dreams past ever realizing, of plans 
past ever maturing, of resolves 
that he never fulfills! 

Oh, God pity us! We were once 
in the very image of God! God 
formed man of the dust of the 
earth and Himself breathed into 
our nostrils the breath of life and 
we became living souls! Man was 
once the friend of God, the favorite 
of God, the companion of God. 
Once, in the cool of the day, God 
would come and walk with man, a 
man who understood Him, a man 
who loved Him, a man who was 
unafraid and pure as God was. 
When Adam and Eve were in the 
garden of Eden where death had 
never come, where a lie had never 
been told, where a promise had nev- 
er been broken, where an angry 
voice had never been raised, and 
where sin had never come like a 
black cloud to hide the face of a 
loving God — in the garden of 


Eden Adam and Eve were holy be- 
ings in the image of God! And 
now, alas, alas, alas! -Man is a 
fallen being! 

So when I say that mankind is 
sinful and wicked and depraved, I 
do not mean to ignore or to deride 
the glories that are in man. Man 
has a soul that dreams and plans, 
and hopes and promises, and re- 
solves — man is like God in some 
things. But alas, man cannot build 
what he plans nor fulfill his own 
hopes nor keep his own promises. 
Man cannot keep his own peace 
treaties, man cannot respect his 
own authorities, man cannot con- 
trol his own passions, man cannot 
save his own soul! Man cannot 
keep his own civilization from ut- 
ter ruin in a hell on earth which 
is modern war! 

Surely, surely intelligent people 
must believe what the Bible says, 
that mankind made in the image 
and glory of God, once sinned and 
the whole race is tainted with sin! 

When I find that I am part of 
this sinning, warring, hating, dy- 
ing world, then I cry out like 
David, ‘“‘Behold, 1 was shapen in 
iniquity; and in sin did my mother 
conceive me” (Psa. 51:5). David 
meant no slur at his mother’s 
name. It was no sin when David's 
parents in the holy bonds of mar- 
riage came together and David was 
conceived and later born. These 
parents were fulfilling the divine 
command to multiply and replenish 
the earth. David means no reflec- 
tion on marriage or parenthood, 
but simply that despite the love 
and tenderness of his Godly moth- 
er and the integrity of his great 
father, Jesse, yet the taint of sin 
was bred into that tiny body and 
his soul was inpregnated wit) the 
horrible wickedness of the race of 
which he was born! 

So it is with me, and with you, 
doubtless, dear reader. I never 
killed a fellow man, and yet my 
wicked heart is part and lot, is one, 
with all the slaying monsters of 
modern war! Alas, we are a fallen 
race, creatures made in the image 
of God but now gone astray. 


The fact that we do not know 
peace is evidence that we do not 
know God. We are a race of 
strangers one from another, aliens, 
one nation against another nation, 
enemies, one people against ans 
other people — and what better 
proof do we need that we are aliens 
and strangers and enemies of the 
God that made us? 


Thus, then, modern events prove 
the Bible. Wars and murder and 
rapine and distress of nations and 
the fall of democracies, and. the 
overrunning of the poor and the 
slaughter of the helpless and weak, 
prove that the Bible is true. All are 
sinners alike. The whole race is 
by nature alien from God, strang- 
ers from His ways, enemies to His 
will, rebels against His goveryg- 
ment! 


Another Bible doctrine comes 
clearly to mind as we face modern 
war. There is a personal devil. 
There is an evil being who tempts 
men, who controls wicked men, 
and leads them to their own ruin. 
About us, the world is full of de- 
mons who lead men to their own 
ruin, to do what they do not want 
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to do, and what, in saner moments, 
they know is consummate folly! 
The doctrine of Satan, the enemy 
of God, the arch-enemy of our 
souls, the infinitely evil spirit be- 
ing, stronger than any man, wiser 
than any man, with horrible malice 
toward man and toward God — 
that doctrine is surely proven by 
the Bible. 

Some bright guys, some crack- 
pots, read the Bible accounts of 
how in Bible times men were some- 
times possessed with demons, evil 
spirits who led them to destruction, 
and scoffs. But those who ignore 
modern evidences of demon-posses- 
sion and of the horrible work of 
Satan, a person, a deceiver, a fa- 
ther of lies, have no wisdom and 
simply play the fool exceedingly. 

The Bible has much to say about 
the last great war that will deso- 
late the earth at the end of the 
age. And the Bible tells us that 
in these last days dictators and 
rulers will arise who will be pos- 
sessed with devils, deceived and led 
by evil spirits, sent “to gather them 
to the battle of the great day of 
God almighty.” Read carefully 
Revelation 16:13 and 14. 

The dictators of the world, sure- 
ly, must be led by “the spirits of 
devils.”” How else can you explain 
Stalin? How else can you explain 
Hitler? How else can you explain 
their unutterable wickedness, their 
blood-thirstiness, their ruthless- 
ness in slaughter? And likewise 
how else can you explain their suc- 
cess? People credit Hitler with 
genius of a type the world never 
saw before, The military chiefs 
and strategists of the world are 
amazed at the successes of Hitler. 
But those succésses depend upon 
too many coincidences, they imply 
too much wisdom, so far beyond 
other men, they require so much 
help from unlooked-for sources — 
Hitler’s successes could not possi- 
bly be the result of one man’s 
scheming and planning. No, Hitler 
has the aid of Satan. That awful 
being, that rebel against God, that 
spirit being who will one day be 
forever cast into Hell, but who 
meantime plans the ruin of every 
human being possible—Satan him- 
self has sent evil spirits into the 
dictators of the world to bring the 
world to an acceleration of sin 
and bloodshed such as we never 
saw before! 

In a time soon coming on the 
earth, we are told that Satan, “the 
prince of the power of the air’ 
Eph. 2:2), will be cast down to 
the earth. Oh, that terrible time! 
Then the scripture says, “Woe to 
the inhabiters of the earth and of 
the sea! For the devil is come 
down unto you, having great 
wrath, because he knoweth that he 
hath but a short time” (Rev, 12: 
12). 

Surely already Satan knows that 
his time is limited and his wicked- 
ness is more terrible than ever, de- 
ceiving the nations and leading to 
war and ruin. 


The ninth chapter of Revelation 
even foretells that the time is com- 
ing when the bottomless pit will 
be opened and demons of Hell will 
come out like locusts upon the 
earth, to inhabit and to control the 
armies that will be gathered and 
combined — an army of “two hun- 
dred thousand thousand.” That is 
literally two hundred million sol- 
diers, possessed of devils! That 
time has not yet come; it is to 
be in “the great tribulation” after 
the saints of God are taken out of 
the earth to meet Jesus in the air. 
But surely present-day events are 
but the shadows cast before of the 
awful things that are coming on 
the earth. 


Norway was overrun speedily by 
Germany because of the so-called 
“fifth column” within her borders. 
That is, there were communists, 
German sympathizers, atheists, 
enemies of the government, who 
were glad to join in with Germany 
and help seize the country. Hol- 
land had also her “fifth colunan” so 
had Belgium, so has every nation 
in the world. But readers, every 
poor simple heart who reads this 
has a fifth column within your 
breast. Assaulted by Satan, who 
means to ruin our souls and lead 
us to excesses, such hate, such 
blood-thirst, such _ unbelievable 
wickedness as will astonish the 
world -— Satan has friends within 
our own breasts. Our own poor 
wicked hearts let down the bars 
and open to Satan the gates of 
our lives. A race of sinners is de- 
ceived by a personal devi. That is 
the plain teaching of the Word ef 
God. And God’s Word also teaches 
that there will never te peace on 
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the earth until the prince of peace 
comes and has Satan bound with 
chains and shut up that he could 
deceive the nations no more until 
the thousand years are finished 
(Rev. 20:1-3). 

A warring, sinning world is evi- 
dence that the Bible is true; that 
man, though once made in the 
image of God is now a horrible sin- 
ner; and that a personal devil sends 
evil spirits to tempt and to de 
ceive and torment mankind. What 
else could be the explanation of 
the ruin that is the world today? 


The Breakdown of Human Theories 

Tested by a modern world at 
war, some of the proudest of hu- 
man theories are crumbling, crum- 
biing to dust. 


Proud and disdainful men have 
sometimes spoken haughtily of 


“The Bible In the Light of Modern 
Science.’ Books like ‘““‘The Modern 
Use of the Bible’ with the em- 
phasis on modern, and books like 
“The Religion of a Scientist,” with 
emphasis on the scientist, have 
been popular. Any crack-pot evo- 
lutionist, who reached his conclu- 
sions by an amazing series of 
guesses, suppositions, and unprov- 
en theories, felt perfectly free to 
say that certain parts of the Bible 
could not be true. But how are the 
mighty fallen! Modern pee 
not stand up in the white heat of 


modern war and the ruin of civili- 


zation. 


In his book on The Origin of 
Species, Darwin over 800 times 
used such language as “we infer” 
and “we may well suppose” to 
come to the conclusion that man, 
propelled by internal “resident 
forces,” climbed up from _  beast- 
hood, and before that, from a 
single cell, without any interven- 
tion of God. On such frail founda- 
tion of inference and supposition, 
wild guesses of those who hate the 
Bible and do not love God, the 
theory of evolution was built. Evo- 
lytionists denied direct creation as 
taught in the Bible, denied a per- 
sonal, creating, supervising God. 
They taught that man, noble man, 
is growing stronger and wiser and 
better all the time, climbing up- 
ward in the light. The evolution- 
ists recognize no such fact as sin. 
Instead of sin they believe simply 
in “the trial and error method” by 
which man is supposedly making 
himself better and better in every 
way, every day. But alas, the 
theory of evolution cannot stand 
up in the light of the present world 
affairs. Man is not growing better. 
Man is not climbing upward. 
Monkeys are not making men of 
themselves. Rather, men are mak- 
ing monkeys of themselves! Evo- 
lution, so-called, is in reverse. In- 
stead of “evolution’’ we have “dev- 
olution.” Instead of any funda- 
mental progress in man himself, 
there is degeneracy; degeneracy of 
body, degeneracy of mind, degen- 
eracy of spirit. Man makes a few 
gadgets, applying accumulated 
facts, but radio and airplanes and 
submarines and modern bombs and 
poison gas do not prove that man, 
is growing better. 

Governments are not growing 
better, but worse. Democracy is 
disappearing. The rights of people 
are being trampled under foot. 
Liberty, Equality, Fraternity! 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 


Happy Revival | 
At Bloomington 
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Mennonite Church gave up their 
services except Sunday mornings. 

The editor is impressed more and 
more with the heart-hunger of the 
masses of the people. Many people 
spoke to me about the powerless- 
ness in the church where they reg- 
ularly attend. They love their pas- 
tors, and yet they are literally 
starving to see souls saved, to hear 
evangelistic preaching, to feel the 
thrill of the Spirit’s working and 
power. May God set the fires burn- 
ing in our hearts and in the church- 
es up and down the land! 

Tonight (Monday) I go to Wash- 
burn, Illinois, as guest speaker of 
a county-wide association of Men’s 
Bible Classes. Tuesday night I be- 
gin a four-weeks tabernacle revival 
at Petersburg, Illinois. Baptists, 
Presbyterians, and many other peo- 
ple will cooperate, will help build 
a good tabernacle, will help sing 
and win souls. Rev. F. A. Wirth 
is pastor of the First Baptist 
Church. I was with them last Sep- 
tember for ten days and at the in- 
vitation of this good pastor and 
church I return with a much larger 
set-up, hoping God will help us to 
win many, many souls. We covet 
the prayers of readers. 


—— 


Rev. Ford Porter 
Offers Tract Free 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


ern Baptist Convention leadership 
and their membership in the un- 
godly Federal Church Council, etc., 
the First Baptist Church of 
Princeton, Indiana, withdrew from 
the Northern Baptist Convention 
and joined the fellowship of the 
General Association of Regular 
Baptists, Convention leaders tried 
to take the church building away 
from the church, using a very 
small minority of the people who 
opposed the pastor and the over- 
whelming majority of the church. 
Pastor Porter has written a 72 
page book, or pamphlet, called, 
“We Still Have An Autonomous 
Church,” which gives the thrilling 
story of why they came out of the 
Convention, how patiently they 
dealt with the matter in the fear 


of God, and then of the efforts-to~ 


seize their building, their two court 
trials and their final blessed vic- 
tory. 

When the editor received this 
booklet, he read it through at one 
sitting, and was thrilled and 
blessed by the account. We believe 
that many, particularly Baptists, 
would like to read it. If so, order 
from 

Rev. Ford Porter 
417 E. Punkney Street 
Princeton, Indiana, 


“We Still Have An Autonomous 
Church,” and enclose 25c. 
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What thrilling words they are! But 
those words do not picture the 
‘state of affairs in any nation in 
‘the world today! Man is going 
down-grade. Civilization is on the 
‘toboggan slide! Homes decay, gov- 


sernments become cumbersome and 


corrupt, culture turns out jails and 
‘penitentiaries full of criminals. 
Anybody who thinks that man is 
evoluting upwards, in the light of 
present-day events surely is blind 
in heart and loves better his silly 
theories than he does the truth, 
which is so manifest. No, the Bible 
is true and man is a fallen sinner, 
sinking lower in sin. Out of the 
last war we did not get better gov- 
ernment, we did not get better 
churches, we did not get better 
homes, we did not get freedom for 
the oppressed peoples of the earth. 
And out of this war, there will not 
appear glorious freedom; simpli- 
fied, purified governments; regen- 
erated peoples, and higher ideals. 
No, the world will be left with the 
hospitals full, pension rolls caring 
for millions of wounded, and all 
the well and their relatives who 
can get on by hook or crook. Re- 
lief rolls will carry millions of the 
disgruntled and unemployables. A 
new wave of crime and divorce will 
follow. There will be new and hor- 
rible times of famine, pestilence 
and depression, world-wide. And 
we may be sure that the dragons’ 
teeth of future wars even more 
horrible are being sown, unless, 
indeed, we are already entering the 
last, last horrible war that will 


end” our..present civilization after 


Christ takes away his Saints! We 
are NOT progressing. We are 
NOT, as a race, developing up- 
ward. 

No, evolution doesn’t work. It 
never did work, but the folly and 
blindness and presumption of it is 
more manifest now than ever be- 
fore. 

The old-time gospel of blood re- 
demption, ‘“slaughter-house_ re- 
ligion” as some people called it, has 
become unpopular in this world. 
Preachers who never save a soul, 
in churches where never a harlot 
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finds purity nor a dunkard is made 
sober, nor any soul is ever born 
again — such preachers in such 
churches prate much about “the 
Social Gospel.” They mean that 
they are not especially concerned 
about saving souls from hell, about 
teaching people to trust Jesus 
Christ for a new heart and ever- 
lasting life, but that they are in- 
terested in the problems of the un- 
employed, the problems of govern- 
ment, in better housing for the 
poor. They care more for soup and 
soap than they do for salvation. 
They are more concerned about a 
family that doesn’t have a bathtub 
than about a family that does not 
know the peace of God by faith in 
Christ. These false teachers, with 
a false so-called “gospel” have 
been specially active in joining in 
with the communists, both reds and 
pinks, to talk about peace and keep 
America from preparing to defend 
herself or to have any part in 
maintaining peace in the world 
against the agression of Russia or 
Germany, or other Godless and 
atheistic bandit nations. They talk 
about “Peace, peace,’ when there 
was no peace. They wanted the 
government to put more people on 
relief, to take over the ownership 
of this industry or that, to see that 
every family could have plenty of 
picture-show tickets, plenty of 
swimming pool privileges, ‘‘great- 
er share in the comforts of life.” 
But these soup and soap gospels, 
surely, have been dismayed by the 
present turn of affairs! The hor- 
rible sin, the running abscess in 
the heart and soul of the world 
proves that what man needs is not 
just to be washed behind the ears, 
not just to learn to eat peas with 
a fork, that man needs not labor 
unions, not federal housing, but 
that man needs regeneration! Man 
needs a Saviour for his poor, wick- 
ed, hell-bound soul! Man needs a 
new heart! 


What is wrong with the world? 
It is not social maladjustment,, not 
economic dislocation, it is not that 
certain classes are ‘“underprivi- 
ledged.”” What is wrong with the 
world is SIN — black, hellish, 
Christ - rejecting, God-hating, Bi- 


“92 | ble-denying, Holy-Spirit-blasphem- 
“<> \ling, hating, murdering, 


thieving, 
lying, adulterous SIN! 


What man needs is not a New 
Deal. What man needs is a new 
heart. The social gospel saves no 
souls, patches together no families 
broken by divorce, makes no crim- 
inals honest, makes no harlots 


-|} pure, makes no drunkards sober. 
'| Those things require a change of 
-|heart. The so-called social gospel 


would put perfume on a skunk, but 
would not change his nature. It 


‘| would teach a rattle-snake eti- 


--=|quette but would not change the 


:| poison of his bite. 
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social gospel would tie a pink rib- 
bon around a mad-dog’s neck, but 
would not cure his hydrophobia! 
The so-called social gospel would 
feed man’s belly and clothe man’s 
back when what man needs is a 
refuge and cleansing and new life 
for his sin-cursed soul! 

All theories of human better- 
ment that leave out the blood of 
Christ and the need for absolute 
regeneration of the human heart 
are proven worse than folly, in the 
light of the horrors of today! 

Jesus said, “Blessed be the poor.” 
He loves the poor. Many warnings 
are given in the Bible against the 
oppression of the poor, the father- 
less, the widow, or the stranger. 
But that Christian leader who was 
bemoaning the fact that millions 
of families in America could afford 
movie tickets only one night a 
week, had better be grieving that 
multiplied millions must die and go 
to hell as lost sinners and suffer 
the torments of the damned be- 
cause they will not take Christ as 
Saviour and be born again! 

The new-fangled, man-made, so- 
called ‘‘social gospel’ does not meet 
man’s needs. The man _ who 
preaches it and pretends to preach 
the Bible is a lying hypocrite and 
ought to be dragged from the pul- 
pit. Any reader of this message 
who sits in the pews and listens to 
it and supports such folly should 
“eome out and be separate, and 
touch not the unclean thing” (II 
Cor, 6:14-18). He bids God speed 
to the evil deeds of such unbeliev- 
ers and js sinning against the Bible 
and ‘against God and against the 
souls of men! The only gospel that 
will do this sinning race any good 
is the gospel of individual redemp- 
tion by Jesus Christ, who died to 
save all who will trust in Him. 

And do we need to say it? 
Post-millennialism, that doctrine 
that the churches, along with sci- 
ence and culture and peace treaties 
and good laws, are gradually get- 
ting the world better and better; 
that soon we will have the whole 
world turned into a kingdom of 
God — that silly and unscriptural 
theory has fallen till now there is 
not a great Christian thinker in 
the world who believes it. 

The world is not getting better. 
It is getting worse. The Bible has 
plainly said, “For evil men and se- 
ducers shall wax worse and worse, 
deceiving and being deceived’”’ (II 
Tim. 2:13). , 

Every writer in the Bible fore- 
told worse times ahead. Moses and 
all the prophets warned and 
warned of the apostasy of the na- 
tion Israel, their captivity and 
chastisement. And Daniel, describ- 
ing the nations of the world as re- 
vealed by God in a great statue or 
image of a man, found that the 
head was of gold, the arms and 
shoulders of silver, the belly and 
thighs of brass, and the feet and 
legs part of iron and part of clay. 
The head of gold was Babylon, the 
first, the most efficient and best 
world empire, and then there was 
a definite deterioration, a down- 
grade movement, from gold to 
silver to brass to iron to clay! The 
pre-written history of the world 
given in Bible prophecy ends in 
tragedy and utter ruin! And Jesus 
in the twenty-fourth chapter of 
Matthew, telling the course of the 
age and the final signs of His com- 
ing in the end of the age, prophe- 
sied wars and rumors of wars, ter- 
rible persecution, and then finally 
the greatest tribulation the world 
ever saw! 


New Testament prophecies tell of 
a constant down-grade movement 
in all spiritual and holy things. 

“Now the Spirit speaketh 
expressly, that in the latter 
times some shall depart from 
the faith, giving heed to se- 
ducing spirits, and doctrines of 
devils; Speaking lies in hy- 
procrisy; having their con- 
science seared with a _ hot 
iron” (I Tim. 4:1, 2). 

That pictures the world not get- 
ting better, but worse! And that, 
notice, is in “the latter times.” It 
teaches that the end of civiliza- 
tion will be bad, that the end of 
human history will be horrible. 

The same thought is given in 
Second Timothy 3:1-7: 

“This know also, that in the 
last days, perilous times shall 
come. For men shall be lovers 
of their own selves, covetous, 
boasters, proud, blasphemers, 
disobedient to parents, un- 
thankful, unholy, without na- 
tural affection, trucebreakers, 
false accusers, incontinent, 
fierce, despisers of those that 
are good, traitors, heady, high- 
minded, lovers of pleasures 


more than lovers of God; hav- 
ing a form of godliness, but 
denying the power thereof: 
from such turn away. For of 
this sort are they which creep 
into houses, and lead captive 
silly women laden with sins, 
led away with divers lusts, 
ever learning, and never able 
to come to the knowledge of 
the truth.” 


The passage in First Timothy 
above said, “the latter time.” This 
passage says, “in the last days.” 
And notice the perilous times in 
these days when men will be “ever 
learning, and never able to come to 
the knowledge of the truth.” Notice 
the form of Godliness without the 
power. Notice the break-down of 
restraint, the rejection of authority, 
the decay of natural affection, the 
truce-breakers, false accusers — 
oh, what a horrible end is prophe- 
sied here for the whole of human 
civilization! 

And these things are being ful- 
filled today in all the nations of the 
earth. Modern, world-wide sin 
proves the Bible is true. It proves 
that man cannot bring in the king- 
dom of God, 

In Daniel the second chapter 
again, the kingdom of. God is pic- 
tured by a great stone cut out of 
a mountain without hands, and 
that stone finally filling the whole 
earth. Notice that the stone is cut 
out “without hands” (Dan. 2:45). 


The final world dictator will be 
“the man of sin” and “the son of 
perdition” (II Thess. 2:3). He is 
called in Revelation many times 
“the beast”” (Rev. 13:18; Rev. 14: 
9; Rev. 19:20). Such a world-wide 
ruler, man of sin, son of perdition, 
beast, a man of slaughter, a blas- 
phemer, will rule the world. That 
is human civilization at its last 
stages — and that is certainly not 
the kingdom of Christ. 

No, Jesus said, “My kingdom is 
not of this world” (John 18:36). 
He did not mean the planet, the 
earth, but He meant that His king- 
dom is not of this present civiliza- 
tion, this cosmos, this present 
wicked world order. Rather, “the 
fashion of this world passeth 
away” (I Cor. 7:31), and Christ 
must build His own kingdom when 
He comes to reign. 


The Coming Kingdom of Christ 


Long ago God promised Abra- 
ham that all the land of Palestine, 
north, east, south, and west, should 
be given Abraham and his seed 
for an everlasting possession (Gen. 
13:14-17; Gen 17:8). But in Ga- 
latians 3:16 we find that the prom- 
ise to Abraham and his seed (one 
seed, not many) referred to Abra- 
ham and Christ, that Christ, there- 
fore must come with Abraham 
back to Palestine to possess it. 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob died, 
not having received the promises 
(Heb. 11:13, 39, 40), so that we 
who are Christians can join later 
with them in the kingdom of 
Christ on earth! 


God promised David that he 
would establish the throne of David 
and his seed should sit on the 
throne of his kingdom forever (il 
Sam. 7:10-16). But in Luke 1:32, 
33, the angel of the Lord told Mary 
that the Saviour, which she should 
bear, would be given “the throne ‘of 
His father David; and He shall 
reign over the house of David for- 
ever; and of His kingdom there 
shall be no end.” Jesus is the king 
of the Jew, though He has not yet 
reigned, and one glad day He shall 
return, followed by saints and an- 
gels, riding upon a white horse 
crowned with many crowns, King 
of Kings and Lord of Lords (Rev. 
19:11-16). Then the voice of mul- 
titudes, as the voice of many 
waters and as the voice of mighty 
thunderings shall shout, “‘Allelulia; 
for the Lord God omnipotent reign- 
eth” (Rev. 19:6). Then. great 
voices in heaven shall say, ““The 
kingdoms of this world are become 
the kingdoms of our Lord, and of 
His Christ; and he shall reign for- 
ever and ever” (Rev. 11:15). 

Praise God, it is the kingdom 
of this world, the warring king- 
doms of this war-torn world that 
Jesus Christ will take over and 
over them will reign! All Christ- 
rejecting sinners will be sent to 
Hell where they bélong and peace 
and justicesand holiness and right- 
eousness shall fill the whole earth! 

But there can be no peace in 
this world until the Prince of Peace 
comes. 


God's Only Remedy For Sinners: 


Calvary! 


As the sparkling diamond glitters 
with purest rays when displayed on 
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black velvet, so Calvary and the 
death of Jesus Christ, God’s son, 
can never be understood or appre- 
ciated except by the background of 
a poor, sinning, helpless, hopeless, 
warring, condemned race! Oné 
reason that I preach so much on 
sin is that one who does not ac- 
knowledge himself a sinner never 
feels the need of a Saviour. The 
doctrine of sin is the base of all 
Bible doctrine. Sin is taught in 
the Bible before redemption, and 
one who denies the awful preva- 
lance of damning sin, the uni- 
versality of sin in a depraved, 
fallen race, will never honor Cal- 
vary. Our so-called “Christian 
Science” friends who say that sin 
is not a fact, that what men call 
sin is simply “an error of mortal 
mind’’—naturally they know noth- 
ing of the atonement, do not preach 
a new birth. 


Some men have been getting too 
good, they thought, to need the 
fountain filled with blood of which 
our fathers and mothers sang, and 
in which they trusted, and into 
which millions of poor sinning 
souls have plunged, to come out 
pure and clean, regenerated, headed 
for heaven! Many have talked 
about Jesus as a great teacher, as 
a martyr, as the Great Example 
for the race, but there is no re- 
generation in teachers and martyrs 
and examples. Man must have a 
Saviour because man is a hopeless, 
helpless, incurable sinner. 


* “Christ died for our sins, ac- 
cording to the Scriptures, and 
was buried, and rose again the 
third day, according to the 
scriptures” (I Cor. 15:3, 4). 


The publican who went up to 
the temple to pray could not so 
much as lift up his eyes, but smote 
upon his breast and said, “God be 
merciful to me a sinner” (Luke 
18:13). And he went down to his 
house justified, redeemed, forgiv- 
en! 

And Paul the apostle exults and 
rejoices, saying, “This is a faith- 
ful saying and worthy of all ac- 
ceptation, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners, of 
whom I am chief” (I Tim. 1:15). 

The Saviour Himself said, “I 
came not to call the righteous, but 
SINNERS to repentance” (Luke 
5:32). 

Preachers, we will not save the 
world. We will not save civiliza- 
tion. But by God’s grace we can 
preach Christ to those about us 
and snatch some brands from the 
horrible burning of this wicked 
world and its coming doom. 


Sinners, you who read this, have 
you repented of your sins? Have 
you come to Christ for forgive- 
ness and cleansing and a_new heart 
and a new nature? If you have 
not, then the awful judgments that 
are coming on the world today are 
but a foretaste of the wrath of 
God that will come upon all Christ- 
rejecting sinners! Repent! I beg 
you, repent today! Confess your- 
self a sinner. Trust Christ today 
for forgiveness. With all your 
heart turn to him for mercy, ac- 
cept His offer of pardon. Then, 
though “the whole world lieth in 
wickedness,’”’ your sins will be cov- 
ered and forgiven. You will have 
peace with God and everlasting 
life and a home in heaven. Then 
when Jesus comes for His saints 
to catch us away into the air, when 
the Christian dead are raised and 
all of us together in glorified bodies 
are introduced to the Father by the 
Saviour and then sit down to the 
wedding supper, you will be in the 
happy number of those redeemed 
from sin! 


My Decision for Christ 


Evangelist John R. Rice 
Editor, The Sword of the Lord 
512 West Franklin Street 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: 

I feel myself a guilty sinner in 
this war-torn world. I know I need 
a Saviour. Today, with all my 
heart, I repent of my sins, I trust 
Jesus to forgive and save me. To- 
day I give Him my heart, con- 


fessing to Him my guilt and trust- | 


ing Him to give me a new heart 
and give me everlasting. life as He 
promised to do. 
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